Where we Live Survey 21/7/09

The Experience of a Co-Researcher

On the 21st of July Brian Donohoe & John Doyle attended a meeting of the Community Participation & Inclusion Sub-Committee of which Brian is a member. At that meeting Brian & John talked about the Inclusive Research Network workshops and the survey that they were doing on Living Options for people with intellectual Disability in Ireland.  This was identified as a topic in the Research Strategy and the people who attended the IRN workshops also decided to do research on this subject.
Brian & John worked on the survey practicing the interviews and choosing people to survey. They emailed the details to the sub-committee so people could decide if they wanted to take part & be interviewed by Brian with John’s support. On the day the interviews were to be done six people had said they wanted to be interviewed but one pulled out. Of the five people interviewed 3 were female and 2 were male. All had different living arrangements. All five had studied the material in advance so they understood what was involved and were very comfortable during the interviews. Two of the people interviewed had a support person with them. 
Email addresses were collected from the people involved and the results of the National Survey will be sent out to them when it’s completed in a few months. A presentation of the results will also be made at the NDA conference on the 6th of October. The survey will give us more knowledge of where people live and what they feel about it

Reflections from Brian and John. 
As each interview was completed we got through the interviews quicker. We both got more confident from the process. We felt that giving people the information in advance was beneficial as the participants had time to look over the material and were not being shown it for the first time on the morning of the interview. Brian felt that maybe knowing most of the people he was interviewing also helped. If some one was interviewing or being interviewed by a total stranger a lot more preparation work would have to be done.
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